
Lunch Bunch
All are welcome! Contact Suzanne Taylor with 
questions. 
• January 5–Mangia Mangia
• January 12–Amato’s Pizza
Sermon Series: Star Words
During the season of Epiphany, we are 
focused on the stars. The Gospel of Matthew 

tells the story of the magi who followed the 
star in the east to find the place where the 
child was with Mary, his mother. For many 
generations, stars have been used to give 
direction and guide the path of travelers to 
places of safety and discovery. This year on 
the first Sunday in January, each person will 
be invited to select a personal, individual Star 
Word for 2025, and we will be encouraged 
to consider how our word may be applicable 
to our life. We don’t see these Star Words as 
magical but instead invite contemplation of 
how the Spirit might speak into your life with 
this word, for direction, clarity, or guidance. 
We will also choose three Star Words for the 
coming year for this congregation, and these 
will be the focus of our sermon series from 
Jan 12-26. If you join us online 
and would like a Star Word please 
click or scan the QR code, contact 
a pastor or the church office.
Anabaptist Community 
Bible
Order now for a 20% discount 
for group orders. Click or scan the 
QR code for details. Orders must 
be in by January 29th to be included in 
the discount offer.
NEW Middler Faith 
Formation Class!
The Christian Education Commission is ex-
cited to share that we will be starting a new 
“Middler” faith formation class for students 
currently in grades 5-8. This class will begin 

meeting in the library starting Sun, Jan 5 
during regualr faith formation hour.
Return of Family Dinner!
Sun, Jan 26 @ 5 pm, fellowship hall. 
This is a potluck meal for families with 
children of all ages, but anyone should feel 
welcome to come and join in this shared 
meal. This first “Family Dinner” of the year 
will be an opportunity for children to play 
and for families to connect with one another!
Prime Time 
Lunch and Learn
Wed, Feb 26 @ 12 pm, Centerville 
Diner 2 in Mount Joy. Save the date! Jean-Paul 
Benowitz will speak on “Race, Ethnicity, 
and Gender in the History of Elizabethtown 
College.” As the college recognizes its Quas-
quicentennial (1899/1900 to 2024/2025), 
Benowitz will give his presentation featuring 
the biographies of key alumni representing 
racial and ethnic diversity who developed 
into local and national leaders. This presen-
tation will feature important women leaders, 
faculty and administrators whose significant 
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contributions built and advanced Elizabeth-
town College. More details coming soon!
LGBTQIA Book Club
Thurs, Feb 27 @ 6:30 pm, 
parlor. The group will discuss the 
book Tomorrow Will Be Different 
by Sarah McBride. “A brave, 
powerful memoir” (People Magazine) that 
will change the way we look at identity and 
equality in this country, from the activist 

elected as the first openly transgender 
member of Congress in U.S. history. If you 
would like to join in the discussion, read 
the intro through chapter 7 and be ready to 
discuss. Click or scan the QR code to purchase 
the book.
Lenten Home Groups
This year during the Lenten season we 
will once again be offering “Lenten Home 
Groups” on Sunday afternoons/evenings. 

There will be four weeks of small in-home 
gatherings where folks will come together 
for a shared meal and conversation. Please 
consider whether you would be willing to 
open up your home, provide leadership, cook 
a meal or participate in these “Lenten Home 
Groups.” More information coming soon!

CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN
Christian Citizenship 
Seminar (CCS)
April 5-9, Washington DC. The 
theme for this year is Faith for 
Change. CCS provides youth in 
high school and 1st year of college 
(or age equivalent) the chance to explore the 
relationship between faith and a particular 
political issue. Online registration is open. 
Cost is $525. Click or scan the QR code 
for details and registration or contact Becky 
Naugle at 847-429-4385 or bullomnaugle@
brethren.org.
National Jr High Conference 
June 20-22, Juniata College, 
PA. Gentleness, commanded in 
scripture and named as a “fruit 
of the Spirit;’ is not valued by the 
culture around us. How would our relation-
ships with each other and with God change if 
gentleness guided us? What does it mean to 
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“Let your gentleness be known?” Junior High 
youth (completed grades 6 - 8) and their 
adult advisors are invited to this weekend of 
faith formation, friendship, and fun! Registra-
tion opens early January 2025. Early bird 
discount for registration in January! Click or 
scan the QR code for details.
FaithX Experiences 
Summer 2025
FaithX experiences are short-term 
service trips. Participants will 
serve in a variety of ministry and non-profit 
settings. Opportunities for Junior High 
through Older Adults is available. Registra-
tion opens Wed, Jan 8 and closes Tues, 
April 1. Click or scan the QR code for 
schedule, details and registration or contact 
Marissa Witkovsky-Eldred at 847-429-4337 
or faithx@brethren.org. 
Tiny Retreat
A tiny retreat is a chance to take 
a break from the day and, just 
for a moment, lay down all you are carrying. 
Retreat to a sacred space of beauty, scripture, 
and meditation. Be blessed. Click or scan the 
QR code to sign up to receive email notifica-
tions for weekly Tiny Retreats.

ETOWN COLLEGE
Save the Date!
• Thurs, Feb 6, @ 7 pm, Lefever 

Lecture with guest speaker Vicki Sokolik 
on her topic of Why We Need to De-Crimi-
nalize Poverty.

• Thurs, Apr 10 @ 7 pm, Ware 
Lecture on Peacemaking with human 
rights activist and recipient of the 2018 
Nobel Peace Prize, Nadia Murad.

ECHOS
Winter Items Needed
ECHOS is looking for mens and 
womens: hats, gloves (water-
proof), warm socks, hand warm-
ers, clothing M-2X, and underwear 
all sizes. Coats and boots should be donated 
to the Elizabethtown Clothing Barn during 
their hours of operation. Click or scan the QR 
code for details and drop-off hours. Contact 
ECHOS by phone at 717-361-0740. Contact 
the Elizabethtown Clothing Barn by phone at 
717-689-3484.

EVERENCE
Scholarships Available
Everence Financial awards scholarships to 
college students every year. They will grant 
45 college scholarships for the 2025-2026 
school year, ranging from $1,000 to $3,000. 
To be eligible, students, their parents or legal 
guardian must own or be using an Everence 
product – for example, having an Everence 
Federal Credit Union account. Find out more 
at everence.com/scholarships. Application 
deadline is Feb 28. Previous Everence 
scholarship recipients may apply again.

NEW COMMUNITY PROJECT
2025 Learning Tours 
• Nepal–Jan 14-26
• Rwanda/DR Congo–Feb 10-21
• Borneo–May 12-20
• Ecuadorian Jungle–May 29-June 4
• Dineh Navajo Reservation, NM– 

June 20-26
• Denali/Kenai Fjords, Alaska– 

July 31-August 8
Click or scan the QR code for details or call 
540-855-1199 with any questions.

CHURCH WORLD 
SERVICE
Learning Opportunities
Partner With Us meets the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month. Click on the title for details.
Refugee Welcome Collective Lunch 
and Learn meets several times a month. 
Click on the title for details.

LOOKING AHEAD
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CAL ENDAR
Sunday, January 5
Faith Formation Hour @ 9:15 am
Worship @ 10:30 am, sanctuary & 

livestream
Lunch Bunch @ 11:45 am, Mangia 

Mangia
Jr/Sr High Youth 1st Sunday Hangout 

@ 1 pm, rm 108
Tuesday, January 7
Men’s Coffee and Conversation @  

8 am, Barry and Sandy Garman’s Home
Women’s Bible Study @ 10 am, Zoom
Yoga @ 6:30 pm , rm 101
Wednesday, January 8
Quilters @ 9:30 am, rm 230
Thursday, January 9
Chair Yoga @ 10:30 am, rm 101
Memorial Bell Rehearsal @ 6:15 pm, 

choir rm
Friday, January 10
Prime Time Mtg @ 2 pm, Zoom
Prism @ 6:30 pm, rm 108

Sunday, January 12
Faith Formation Hour @ 9:15 am
Worship @ 10:30 am, sanctuary & 

livestream
Lunch Bunch @ 11:45 am, Amato’s Pizza
Monday, January 13
Resources Commission Mtg @ 7 pm, 

rm 108
Racial Justice Working Grp Mtg @  

8 pm, Zoom
Tuesday, January 14
Women’s Bible Study @ 10 am, Zoom
Yoga @ 6:30 pm , rm 101
Wednesday, January 15
Quilters @ 9:30 am, rm 230
Thursday, January 16
Chair Yoga @ 10:30 am, rm 101
Memorial Bell Rehearsal @ 6:15 pm, 

choir rm
LGBTQIA+ Working Grp Mtg @ 7 pm, 

Zoom
Friday, January 17
Prism @ 6:30 pm, rm 108

Event Packets can be found under “Forms” on 
the church website or contact the Church Office 
for a printed copy. Regular Commission/Group 
meetings do not need to fill out an event packet. 

If help is needed to register for any event please 
contact the Church Office at info@etowncob.org 
or call 717-367-1000. Office hours are Mon-Fri, 
8:30 am-4:30 pm. Subject to change for holidays, 
vacation time or inclement weather.

ETOWN COB 
COMMUNITY CORNER
Orchestra Festival
Sat, Jan 11 @ 4 pm. District 7 of the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) is comprised of Adams, Cumberland, 
Dauphin, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon, 
Perry, and York Counties. Hosting this event 
is Manheim Township High School. Guest 
Conductor: Dr. Evan Harger. Sarah Heinz and 
Jonah Bidgood Enders are to perform. Tickets 
are $10, cash only. Tickets are purchased at 
the door. 
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